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Energy Star Tax Holiday Coming Soon 
Thinking about replacing your 

old energy-zapping refrigerator or 
washing machine? 

The second annual Energy 
Star Sales Tax Holiday may be the 
extra incentive you need. 

Consumers who have delayed 
buying a new, energy-efficient air 
conditioner, dishwasher or other 
major appliance may want to 
consider making a purchase over 
Memorial Day weekend, when 
Texans have the opportunity to 
cash in not once, but twice, on 
energy efficient products. 

"It's a great deal for consum- 
ers who will not only save at the 
register, but also at home, where 
they'll see the benefits returned 
in energy savings on their utility 
bills," Texas Comptroller Susan 
Combs said. 

"Texas benefits from con- 
serving energy and natural re- 
sources." 

During the three-day tax holi- 
day, which runs May 23-25, Texas 
shoppers get a break from state 
and local sales taxes when they 
purchase certain energy-efficient 
appliances and other household 
equipment bearing an Energy 
Star label. 

Shoppers can expect to save 
about $3 million overall in state 
and local sales taxes during the 
event, which is patterned after the 
annual Sales Tax Holiday on cloth- 
ing and shoes in mid-August. 

The Energy Star Sales Tax 
Holiday applies only to the fol- 
lowing appliances and household 
equipment: air conditioners priced 
less than $6,000; refrigerators 

priced less than $2,000; ceiling 
fans, incandescent and fluores- 
cent light bulbs, clothes wash- 
ers, dishwashers, dehumidifiers 
and programmable thermostats, 
along with installation and deliv- 
ery charges for these products. 

More information about the 

Wilkerson, Cranek Engagement 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Wilkerson of Eagle Lake announce the 

engagement of their daughter, Kayce D'Laine Wilkerson of Eagle 
Lake, to Garett Louis Cranek of Garwood. 

Kayce is the granddaughter of Shirley Wilkerson and the late 
Joseph "Bill" Wilkerson of Eagle Lake, Clara Gold and the late 
Edwin Gold of Garwood. 

Garett is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Gary "Bodock" Cranek of 
Garwood. 

He is the grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Cranek, Jr. of Garwood 
and the late Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Bures of El Campo. 

Kayce is a 2002 graduate of Rice High School and a 2006 graduate 
of Texas A&M where she received her Bachelor of Science degree 
in Horticulture and is receiving her teaching certification through 
I teach Texas. She is employed as a second grade teacher at Eagle 
Lake Elementary School. 

The prospective groom is a 2002 graduate of Rice High School 
and a 2006 graduate of the Sugar Land Fire Academy. He is cur- 
rently enrolled with CyFair Junior College where he is working 
toward his Associates degree in Fire Science Technology. He is 
employed as a full-time firefighter/EMT-I for Rosenberg Fire 
Department and part-time firefighter/EMT-I for Richmond Fire 
Department. In addition to firefighting, Garett helps his family 
maintain their fanning and cattle ranching business. 

Kayce and Garett will exchange vows on June 27, 2009, at St. 
Mary's Catholic Church in Nada. A reception, dinner and dance 
will follow at the Wharton County Youth Fairgrounds in Cres- 
cent. 

Several showers were recently held for the couple: 
A couple's shower honoring Kayce Wilkerson and Garett Cranek 

was held at 4 p.m., Saturday, March 21 at the home of Walter and 
Doris Wilkerson of Altair. 

Thirteen couples hosting the shower presented the couple with 
a stainless steel microwave. 

Potted marigolds used as decorations were given to the hosts. 
Lime green table coverings were accented with brandy snifter 
candleholders and the marigolds in hot pink, orange, yellow, and 
lime green pots. 

A meal of hamburgers with all of the trimmings was served. 

Why Are All My 
Fish Dying? 

"My fish are dying!" County 
Agents across the state will hear 
these words hundreds of times 
during the next two to three 
months. 

This is a common problem that 
we face each summer in small 
ponds that are intensively man- 
aged for sport fish, i.e., catfish 
and bass. 

How do you determine the 
cause and what can be done to 
prevent this from happening? 

When the fish in a pond ex- 
ceed the optimum 1,000 lbs/acre 
carrying capacity during the hot 
summer months, the stage is set 
for die off. 

Warm water does not hold as 
much oxygen as cool water, yet 
fish need more oxygen as the wa- 
ter temperature increases. 

A farm pond that could easily 
carry 2,000 to 3,000 lbs. offish per 
surface acre through the winter 
months will quickly be depleted 
during the dog days of summer. 

Oxygen is usually lowest at the 
daylight hours, so this is the best 
time to check for signs of oxygen 
depletion. 

These signs would include: 
-Larger fish swimming very 

near the top of the water. 
-Smaller fish surfacing out 

of the water seemingly gasping 
for air. 

The factors that contribute to 

Kayce and Garett were hon- 
ored with a couple's shower on 
Saturday, March 28 at the home 
of Todd and Vicki Nelson of 
Garwood. The party was given 
by friends and family. 

Multi-colored table covering 
of pink, lime green and yellow 
were accented with crepe pa- 
per, confetti, Hershey Kisses 
and yellow potted marigolds. 

A meal of pork fajitas with all 
the sides was served along with 
pinto beans, chips, dip and an 
assortment of desserts. 

Special guests were How- 
ard and Gretchen Wilkerson 
and Gary "Bodock" and Maria 
Cranek, parents; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Louis Cranek, Jr., grand- 
parents. 

The couple presented the 
hosts with the yellow potted 
marigolds in hot pink, lime 
green, yellow and orange pots. 
The honorees received a Cal- 
phalon 21-piece knife block 
set. 

A miscellaneous shower was 
given in honor of Kayce Wilk- 
erson, bride-elect of Garett 
Cranek on Saturday, April 18 
at the home of Monica Staff in 
Nada. 

The shower was given by 29 
hostesses that are friends and 
family of both Garett and Kayce. 
The hostesses presented the 
honoree with a monetary gift, 
a vacuum, cookie cutters and 
an apron. 

The guests enjoyed breakfast 
pastries, quiche and punch. 

Special guests at the shower 
included Gretchen Wilkerson 
and Maria Cranek, mothers; 
and Clara Gold, grandmother. 

The couple will exchange vows 
on June 27, 2009 at St. Mary's 
Catholic Church in Nada. 
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'10 MUSTANG 

Ml* NEW DESIGN 
come see this HOT new car! 

NEW '09 Ford 
Fusion SEL 

Blue Suede Package, 
18" Aluminum Wheels, 

Sport Tuned Suspension, 
Rear Spoiler, Reverse Sensing 

MSRP $25,350 
Retail Customer Cash $3,500 
TVAC Discount $2,350 

519,500 

'06 FORD MUSTANGS Low Miles 
TWO TO CHOOSE!  $13,988 
'05 LINCOLN SIGNATURESeries Blue 
Low Miles $13,988 
'07 FORD E-150 VAN Like New  .... 
 $11,988 

'08 DODGE CHARGER Like New Low 
Miles $15,988 
•06 FORD EXPLORER Low Miles  ... 
 $16,988 

•07 FORD FOCUS   $11,999 
'08 MERCURY MILAN Like New.... 
 $19,988 

•07 PT CRUISER Convertible Low 
Miles $12,988 
*05 FORD EXPEDITION Great Family 
Car $13,988 
08 FORD EDGE $19,988 
'07 FORD F-350  2-Wheel   Drive 
Diesel Dually   $23,998 
■08 FORD FUSION White Low Miles 
 $15,988 

'07 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS ... 
 $13,988 

'08 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS ... 
 $15,988 

'09 DODGE 
RAM 1500 

V8, flex fuel, power windows 
power doors, orange pearl 

MSRP $30,350 
Employee Price $26,232 
Rebate $2,000 
TVAC Discount $2,051.22 

*22,18078 

'09 DODGE RAM 
2500 MEGA CAB 

Diesel, power windows/doors/seat 
fog lamp, bodyside molding 

power trailer tow mirrors 
MSRP $43,635 
TVAC Discount $11,125 

*32,510 
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1-800-443-1492 • 979-732-2353 
,COLUMBUS Exit 698 • 4860110 
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this phenomenon are: 
--A couple of hot, still, cloudy 

days in succession. 
-Aquatic herbicide treatments 

in hot weather. 
--Overfeeding or over fertiliza- 

tion. 
Correcting low oxygen levels: 
-Reduce the number of fish 

present to less than 1000 lbs./ 
acre. 

-Do not practice catch and 
release. 

Practice catch and eat. 
-Aerate the pond by backing 

a boat on a trailer into the pond 
and running the motor to circulate 
oxygen. 

-Add fresh aerated well water 
to the pond. 
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tax holiday is available on the 
Comptroller's Web site at http:// 
www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/ 
sales/faq_energy_star.html. 

More information about En- 
ergy Star products can be found 
at www.energystar.gov. 

The Colorado County Fair Association 
wants to 

Our 6th Annual 
Crawfish Boil & Scholarship Auction 

was a huge success. 
Thanks for supporting the youth 

of the county by purchasing tickets, 
donating items and/or buying at the auction 
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All the right reasons to make 
us your Eye Care Specialist 

Dedicated to 

Better Vision 
For a 

Better Life 

• Experienced Physicians 
• Most Health and Vision Plans Accepted 
• Medicare Part B Accepted 
• Convenient 1-10 Location 
• Friendly Service 
• The Latest Technologies 
• On-Site Optical Facility 
• Retinal and Cataract Specialists On Staff 

^KAustin County Eye Associates 
1617 Meyer • Sealy • Ph: 979-885-4600 

www.austincountyeye.com 
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TRACTOR 

% INTEREST 
F0R 60 MONTHS 

DOWN PAYMENTS 
™6 MONTHS 

ON ALL FARMALL TRACTORS 

i  % 
A FREE LOADER 

VALUE UP TO $6,000 

www.tommievaughnautocountry.com 

With models ranging from 31 to 105 hp, there's a Farmall for every chore, from hauling and mowing to loading 
and towing, right down through that last item on your to-do list. Selecting one for your needs is easy. Choosing 

between offers, however, is not so easy. Of course, if you buy the matching loader and finance the entire package at 
0%. who says you have to choose at all? Come in today to select your Farmall and take advantage of these great offers! 

GET IN TO SEE US TODAY! 
OFFER ENDS JULY 31,2009. 

HLAVINKA EQUIPMENT CO. 
www.hlavinka.com 

East Bernard • 1705 US Hwy. 90-A West • 979-335-7528 
Bay City • 601 Ave F. • 979-245-4630 

El Campo • 904 E. Jakson • 978-543-3301 
Rosenberg • 3709 Hwy. 59 South • 281 -343-5527 

Nome • 2075 US Hwy 90 
Taft • 418 Kirkpatrick 
Tivoli • 186 N. Main 

* fmtataotteinctodesaiwi-seH-ledinjI^ 
when you purchase i "* Famill 31-I05U tractor. Dealer installation, additional options and accessories aoove aaitnan suggested list price, and height are nol included. 

T Foreormnatof use on^ Custoresf SMtUctpjtiM subiec to ctMrt qsalrficjticii and ar^rcvjl trrCNH Ca^OI Arrerica LLC. S« ,Tur Ca«IH btalef (orfletails awtefig*il»> requmsreents. Dorni p»»nwrt 
maybe winked. Otter good through ti* 31,200S Hot all customers«applicants aui rjo»lif> for this rale«term CNH Caort« Arrwica UC sUndjrd ttras «ncl cooetrli«B«a »pp«r. Twts. teittn. 
set-up, deliverr. additional options or attachments not included in suggested retail price. Otter subject to change or canceSation without notice. (..jmCii^H ,„.„,.,. 
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